Updated 10/7/04

Here are the latest pro bono opportunities.  Please note that federal government attorneys do not need to be members of the DC Bar to do pro bono work in DC.  Before accepting any pro bono work, all DOT employees must receive approval from their supervisors, ethics officers, and, in some cases, the heads of their components.  Employees are reminded that they are prohibited from acting as an agent or attorney for any person before any agency, department, or court in any matter in which the United States has a direct or substantial interest.  Some of the pro bono opportunities listed may not be appropriate for employees in certain components, due to the nature of the work and the component's area of responsibility.  Employees should understand that, in doing pro bono work, they are acting in their individual capacity and not as representatives of the Department of Justice and should act accordingly.  Employees should be familiar with the DOT Pro Bono Policy and Frequently Asked Questions.  Contact Helen Serassio, Pro Bono Committee Chair, x6-1974, with questions or for more information.

Trainings:

1.  Landlord-Tenant Practice and Rent Control in DC - Sponsored by the Archdiocesan Legal Network, Bread for the City, Legal Aid Society of DC, Legal Counsel for the Elderly.  When: Oct.  22, 8:45 a.m.- 5:00 p.m.  Where:  Training begins at the Landlord-Tenant Court, Building B, 409 E Street NW and then continues at the DC Bar Conference Center, 1250 H Street NW, B-1 Level.  Fee: Attorneys -$25; paralegals - $15.  Covers substantive LT law, pleadings and pretrial procedures, trial practice tips, rent control among other things.  Participants are expected to take a case from one of the sponsoring organizations.  To register or for more information, visit  GOTOBUTTON BM_1_ www.dcbar.org/probono.  

2.  Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless Volunteer Training - Sponsored by Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless.  When: Oct.  26 & 28, 5:30-8:30 pm (both nights required).  Dinner provided.  Where: Jones Day, 51 Louisiana Ave.  NW (Union Station metro stop).  Learn to help homeless individuals and families cut through the red tape and access food, housing, and other needed support services.  For more information or to register, contact Queen Kuenyehia at  GOTOBUTTON BM_2_ queen@legalclinic.org or 202-328-5510.

3.  AIDS Advocacy - Sponsored by Whitman-Walker Clinic.  When: Oct.  29, 9:00-5:00.  Where: DC Bar Conference Center, 1250 H Street NW, B-1 Level.  Fee: Attorneys - $25; paralegals - $15.  Participants will receive training in several substantive areas of the law affecting people living with HIV/AIDS.  Participants are expected to volunteer with the sponsoring organization.  To register or for more information, visit  GOTOBUTTON BM_3_ www.dcbar.org/probono.  Also being held on April 8, 2005.

4.  Employment Law: Wage/Hour and Employment Discrimination Basics - Sponsored by DC Employment Justice Center, Archdiocesan Legal Network, Whitman-Walker Clinic.  When: Nov.  5, 9:00-4:00.  Where: DC Bar Conference Center, 1250 H Street NW, B-1 Level.  Fee: Attorneys - $25; paralegals - $15.  Covers wage and hour and equal opportunity employment law violations.  Participants are expected to take a case from one of the sponsoring organizations.  To register or for more information, visit  GOTOBUTTON BM_4_ www.dcbar.org/probono.  

5.  Pro-Se Plus Divorce Clinic - Sponsored by the DC Bar Pro Bono Program.  When: Nov.  16, 6:00-9:00 pm.  Where: DC Bar Conference Center, 1250 H Street NW, B-1 Level.  Fee: $10.  Participants will be trained to volunteer for the DC Bar Pro Bono Program Pro-Se-Plus Divorce Clinic, which teaches a basic overview of substantive DC divorce law to un-represented litigants.  Participants are expected to volunteer at the clinic.  To register or for more information, visit  GOTOBUTTON BM_5_ www.dcbar.org/probono.  Also being held on May 17, 2005.

6.  Legal Needs of the Homeless - Sponsored by Washington Legal Clinic for the Homeless and Covenant House DC.  When: Dec.  3, 9:00-5:00.  Where: DC Bar Conference Center, 1250 H Street NW, B-1 Level.  Fee: Attorneys - $25; paralegals - $15.  Participants are expected to take a case from one of the sponsoring organizations.  To register or for more information, visit  GOTOBUTTON BM_6_ www.dcbar.org/probono.  

7.  Child Custody - Sponsored by the Children’s Law Center, the Archdiocesan Legal Network, Bread for the City, Legal Aid Society of DC.  When: February 25, 9:00-5:00.  Where: DC Bar Conference Center, 1250 H Street NW, B-1 Level.  Fee: Attorneys - $25; paralegals - $15.  Basic substantive and procedural law and advocacy strategies need to litigate child custody proceedings involving indigent or low income DC families.  Participants are expected to take a case from one of the sponsoring organizations.  (Note: The Children’s Law Center does not provide malpractice insurance coverage to pro bono attorneys, therefore it is recommended that attorneys take cases from the other sponsors.)  To register or for more information, visit  GOTOBUTTON BM_7_ www.dcbar.org/probono.  

8.  Combating Real Estate Scams - Sponsored by the Legal Counsel for the Elderly.  When: March 18, 9:00-5:00.  Where: DC Bar Conference Center, 1250 H Street NW, B-1 Level.  No fee.  Participants will learn about warning signs of predatory loans; laws governing mortgages; legal remedies and consumer defenses to predatory loans; how to use the DC predatory lending law; and special challenges of predatory mortgage cases.  Participants are expected to take a case the sponsoring organization.  To register or for more information, visit  GOTOBUTTON BM_8_ www.dcbar.org/probono.  

9.  Wills and Advance Directives - Sponsored by Legal Counsel for the Elderly and the Archdiocesan Legal Network.  When: June 2, 12:00 noon - 4:15.  Where: DC Bar Conference Center, 1250 H Street NW, B-1 Level.  Fee: Attorneys - $25; paralegals - $15.  The course will focus on proper drafting of wills and advance directives (durable powers of attorney, health care powers of attorney, and living wills).  Participants are expected to take a case from one of the sponsoring organizations.  To register or for more information, visit  GOTOBUTTON BM_9_ www.dcbar.org/probono.  
