Cases:

(Updated 10/04)

LEGAL COUNSEL FOR THE ELDERLY -

1.  WILLS AND POWERS OF ATTORNEY. Low-income seniors seek pro bono attorneys to draft simple wills. Clients also may wish to execute powers of attorney for health care and/or finance.   Legal Counsel for the Elderly will supply sample wills and power of attorney forms to volunteer attorneys.  At this time, we have a great need for volunteers to prepare wills.

2. ELDERLY CLIENT VICTIMIZED IN BANK ACCOUNT SCAM.  This exceedingly conscientious and kind-hearted low-income elderly woman was the victim of a scam, which has deprived her of funds from her small

bank account.   She received a cold call from a man in Florida (she has his contact information) stating that his company just discovered someone stole $12,000 out of her bank account.  The client replied that

this was impossible because she was on a limited income and only kept small sums of money in her account.  Somehow, the man had her bank account number.  After the telephone call, the client immediately called her bank to report the suspicious caller and to request a new bank account. She also filed a police report. Although the bank issued her a new account, the scam artist managed to withdraw $199.00 from her account, which caused her to incur an overdraft fee of $30.00. To avoid future problems, this diligent client requested that the Social Security Administration direct deposit her sole source of income, her modest Social Security check, into her new bank account.  The client seeks a pro bono attorney to assert her rights against the bank to the money taken from her account.   Please consider representing this elderly woman in this straightforward matter.

3.  REAL PROPERTY POTENTIAL LITIGATION: RELEASE OF PROCEEDS.  The client's son fraudulently added his name to the client's deed to his real property.  The client (father) recently sold his house.  The amount of proceeds from the sale are not in dispute.  However, the son now refuses to sign over the proceeds of the sale to our client.  LCE attorney Jim Sugarman has expertise in this area and can advise an interested pro bono attorney on appropriate litigation that may be necessary in this matter.  Please accept this matter to enable this victimized client to have equal access to justice.

4.  INTERESTING PROBATE & ADVERSE POSSESSION.  This client has two interesting legal issues.  She seeks a pro bono attorney to probate her parents' estate to enable her to inherit the real property in which she has resided and maintained for over thirty years. Her parents passed away intestate.  Her siblings are entitled to relative portions of the house, but they all have expressed orally and in writing their wish to quit-claim their interests in the home to our client.  Concurrently, she seeks the attorney to assert her rights as the adverse possessor of the vacant lot behind her home, which she has always occupied  as her backyard "open and notoriously" for thirty years.  She recently learned that the vacant lot was sold at a D.C. tax sale auction.  However, D.C. law provides a six month "redemption period" to assert her right to the land before the sale becomes final.  The client is willing to pay the back taxes during this six-month redemption period by obtaining a reverse mortgage on her current home.  Please consider accepting this

unique and well-developed pro bono case.

