UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN

THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
AND B ‘;

. THE FRENCH MINISTRY OF EQUIPMENT AND HOUSING

~ ‘ CONCERNING COOPERATION ON

EXPERIMENTAL SAFETY VEHICLES

.

I. : This understanding between the United States Dep "t.ent
‘of Transportation and the French Ministry DS Equipment and Housing

is concluded follecwing an exchange of views whlch took place within
‘the NATO Committee on the Challenges of Modern Society It establishe
/the broad cutlines of a program of cooperation in research and develop
\ment on exper*rentel safety vehicles. ) | ‘
11, L The United States Department of Transportaticn hes
initiated a project for the development of an<experimental satety
vehicle with a.total weight of 4,000 pounds (l 800 kilograms) the
normal weight for American private automobiles.

III. : The French Ministry of Equipment and Housing is also
;eeeking to increase tne safety ofymotor“vehicles. It 1s contrivuting
to projects in that field which are planned or are already under way
Within the European Bconomic Community,\the_Uniteleations Economic

.Commissicn for ”urooe, the OECD, and the NATO Committee on the

Challenges of Modern Society. On the national level, a reseerch and

develooment proa-,n hag beer launched wnich will at first be concernred

itb crasnworthiness nd will ultimately include crash prevention.
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French program is to establish:feasible'and economically acceptab’
minimum performance standards which could be prescribed in a middle
range future, for vehicles of European slze operating in France in
order to prevent vehicle crashes and to afford protection to vehicle
occupa§t5~and to pedestrians involved in crashes. That(objective
will be achieved through development of prototypes of safety subasse:
incorporated into cars which nill be‘erperimentally tested.

Iv. The United States Department of Transpontation’and the
French Ministry of Equipment and Housing recognize the complenentary
aspects of the progran initiated in ‘each country. The United States
Department of Transportation has already made availaole to the Frencth

AinistrJ of Equipment and Housing technical information and data whic

] are the basis for the three contracts let by the United States 3Jovern

ment for the design,_fabrication, and delivery to the Department of
Transportation of an experimental safety vehicle which must attain hi
safety performancé specifications for experimental vehicles of the

size commonly used in France.

|v.. - The United-States Department of Transportation and the

French Ministry of Equipment and Housing agree to exchange, within

the limits of the laws and regulations in force, technical data

-l @acquired in the course of their respective projects. They will seek

‘similar agreements with the appropriate agencies of other countries

1nterested in experimental safety vehicles eVentually on a multi-

.ateral basis. The two agencles agree that these associated data

should te transmitted to these agencies'to the extent that such agerc

accept similar obligations. The exchange of information can be usad



to serve as a basis for developnént of 1nternational regulations wit
regard to vehicle safety. , | }
VI. If necessary, the two parties may agrée to define more
precisely and completely the present understanding with respect to
| provisions fqy exchanges, especially in the following areas:
-;«»éstablishment of performance specifications for
e?perimental safety vehiéles; .
R making safety advances dévelopéd in one program
avallable for adaptation to the other;
- information on the progress of the Drograms,
f-_”the conduct of performance tests; and .
e consultation between French and American engineefg;
VII. ;Th;s understanding will become effective when signed(
by the authoriéed representatives of thé pwé agencies, and will
remain in force until terminated by either side on 30-daysl nofice
in writing. it is understood that the pace of this pfogram of
cooperation will be contingent upon the availabllity of funds which
the respective adninist atiéns are ready to devote to these prograns

- -and upon\the resources of the car manufacturers concerned.

Done at Waghington, in duplicate, in English and in

‘ | 09\.0 /L{A‘v\‘/bw (v
L~For the Department of(TZansportation For the Ministry of Equipnen‘

hg United States of America - _ and Housing

French, this seventh day of October, 1971.

e

of the French Recublic




