NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION


OFFICE OF THE CHIEF COUNSEL

Position Vacancy Announcement

Announcement Number:  

Position Title:  
 Attorney Advisor (one position)
Grade:  
 GS-905-11/14

Organization: 
 Vehicle Safety Standards and Harmonization Division

 Office of the Chief Counsel, Washington, DC
Summary of Duties:  Serves as a legal advisor regarding rulemaking on motor vehicle safety, fuel economy, domestic content labeling, and damageability.  Analyzes and critiques agency rulemaking support documents detailing contemplated rulemaking actions and setting forth the policy, scientific, and economic analyses of and justifications for those actions.  Uses those documents as the primary bases for drafting Federal Register notices proposing and adopting those actions.  This involves drafting the regulatory text and the preamble justifying and explaining the agency’s rulemaking proposals and final rule decisions.  Ensures administrative record supports those decisions.
Also (1) analyzes and comments on pending legislation affecting the rulemaking process in general (e.g., regulatory reform) and/or NHTSA vehicle rulemaking actions in particular; (2) works with the Litigation Division in the preparation of briefs defending rulemaking on NHTSA vehicle standards; and (3) drafts interpretations of the agency’s vehicle standards and of the statutes authorizing their issuance, primarily for manufacturers contemplating new designs and for agency offices contemplating rulemaking or enforcement actions.  

Current division activities include implementing the Energy Independence and Security Act, which mandates increasing the industry-wide average fuel economy for new cars and light trucks to at least 35 mpg by model year 2020.  Since the carbon dioxide (CO2) emitted from the tailpipes of new motor vehicles is the natural by-product of the combustion of fuel, reducing fuel consumption also addresses climate change by reducing tailpipe emissions of CO2.  Current or recent safety rulemaking includes upgrading existing requirements (e.g., those on rear visibility), and establishing new ones (e.g., requirements for reducing occupant ejection through passenger vehicle side widows).  

Further, the division deals with issues associated with a growing array of multilateral and bilateral agreements and organizations, especially the United Nations/Economic Commission for Europe (UN/ECE) World Forum for Harmonization of Vehicle Regulations (WP.29).  Pursuant to a 1998 UN/ECE Global Agreement, the agency is working with other countries in developing, negotiating and drafting global technical vehicle safety regulations for adoption under that agreement.  Division attorneys participate in the drafting and negotiating of those regulations.  Other activities include working with U.S. trade and regulatory agencies on issues relating to international regulatory cooperation issues.   
Within this agency, works primarily with policy officials, rulemaking engineers, enforcement engineers, and economists.  Outside this agency, meets with other agencies affected by this agency’s rulemakings and with legal and technical representatives of manufacturers and interest groups. 

For further information see:
1. http://www.nhtsa.dot.gov.
2. "Government Lawyering:  The Role of Government Attorneys in Regulatory Agency Rulemaking," Thomas O. McGarity, 61 Law & Contemp. Prob. 19, Winter 1998.                       

Qualifications:  Degree from an accredited law school and admission to bar (or, for new graduates, admission to bar within 14 months after graduation from an accredited law school). 

Special consideration will be given to persons with demonstrated experience in written analysis of legal, scientific, and policy issues relating to safety, health, energy conservation or environmental rulemaking.  

Area of Consideration:  DOT-wide and outside.

Closing date:  February 15, 2010.
How to apply:


Submit: (a) cover letter, (b) resume, (c) three professional references, and (d) writing sample. 

In addition, submit (e) your law school GPA, and (f) either your actual 3-year class rank or your estimate of your 3-year quartile (e.g., top quartile (1-25%)).  If possible, please submit your law school transcript also.
Because they are the fastest methods of submission, we suggest that you either e-mail your application to david.jasinski@dot.gov (preferred) or fax it to him at (202) 366-3820.

If you prefer to mail your application,
 send it to: 

David Jasinski 
NHTSA, NCC-112

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Washington, DC  20590

Selection process:

1. Applications will be considered on a rolling basis; thus, we may begin interviewing before the deadline for submissions.

2. Applications missing any of the items listed above will not be considered.

3. As we expect a large number of applicants, we may be unable either to confirm receipt of applications or to respond to applicants who are not selected for interviews.  
� Please note that U.S. Mail service to federal agencies may be delayed for security reasons; packages sent by UPS, DHL, or FedEx usually arrive faster.





