PROJECT ARRANGEMENT
between the
Federal Railroad Administration, 

Department of Transportation, United States of America
and the
Direction des Transports Terrestres

Ministère de l=Equipement, des Transports et du Logement
Republic of France
This Project Arrangement (hereinafter referred to as the Arrangement) is entered into pursuant to Article II (D) of the Memorandum of Understanding Concerning Cooperation in the Field of Transportation between the Department of Transportation of the United States of America and the Ministère de l=Equipement, des Transports et du Logement, Republic of France, signed at Washington, DC, February 14, 1972.

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) of the Department of Transportation of the United States of America, Washington, D.C., United States of America and the Direction des Transports Terrestres (DTT) of the Ministère de l=Equipement, des Transports et du Logement, Republic of France, hereinafter referred to as Athe Parties,@ desiring to promote cooperation between their transportation specialists in finding solutions to problems of mutual concern, and to improve rail transportation systems and technology; desiring to undertake programs of mutually advantageous cooperation of railroad management and related technologies; recognizing that new developments in the field of railroad transportation technology can make an important contribution towards solving rail transportation problems during the coming decades; anticipating that equal advantages for both Parties will result from a link between the progress of both organizations on the further development of rail systems; and, desiring to realize the benefits of cooperation pursuant to this Memorandum of Understanding, herein referred to as the MOU, have agreed as follows:

Article I
SCOPE AND OBJECTIVES
The purpose of this Arrangement is to provide a framework for exchange of information and determine areas of mutual rail-related interest to both organizations.  The scope of work to be accomplished by the Parties, individually and jointly, will be worked out between the Parties within six (6) months after the date of signing of this Arrangement.

Article II
COOPERATIVE FRAMEWORK

Cooperative activities will be conducted through various task groups composed of administrative officials, operators, industry representatives, research institutes, or other interested parties.  Each task group will have a specific assignment set forth by both Parties.
Article III

FUNDING

The participation of each Party is subject to the availability of appropriated funds.  No transfer of funds between the Parties is envisaged in connection with this Arrangement.

Article IV

DISCLAIMER
Each Party will exercise its best efforts to ensure the accuracy of any data transmitted to the other Party pursuant to this Arrangement, but the accuracy of such data is not guaranteed.  Each Party will use the other=s data at its own risk and may not hold the other Party responsible for damages arising from the use of such data.

Article V

PROPRIETARY DATA AND INFORMATION
The privileged nature of designated proprietary data and information, obtained by a Party or its duly authorized contractor or agent, shall be respected to the extent permitted by the laws governing that Party.  Any document or other material that a party believes contains proprietary information shall remain the property of the sending Party, and shall remain in its custody and control, and shall not become the property of the receiving Party until the receiving Party has acknowledged its ability to protect it under the terms of this Arrangement.  If a Party determines that proprietary information cannot be held in confidence pursuant to the laws governing that Party, those documents shall be promptly returned to the other Party.

Article VI

SCOPE OF AGREEMENT
The following subjects/areas of interest will form the core of the Arrangement.  New subjects/areas of interest may be added by consent of both Parties:

· Improvement of safety in rail operations through the use of new system technologies to enhance safety performance.

· Identifying new fields of technologies for rail applications and to develop joint strategies in the field of basic research and applied research through information exchange and joint participation.

· Promotion of environmental and energy aspects of rail transport by adopting similar principles and approaches in working out the externalities related to the transport sector.

· Promotion of high speed rail transportation through joint analysis of various technologies, costs, and ways to achieve overall lower costs by possibly applying similar technologies.

Each Party will identify individuals responsible for the areas covered in the Scope of Arrangement within sixty (60) days of the start of a particular project.  Overall program coordination will be accomplished by the Bureau des Affaires Européennes et Internationales, Direction des Transports Terrestres, and the International Policy Staff, Federal Railroad Administration.

This Arrangement shall enter into force and effect on the date last appearing below and shall remain in effect for a period of three (3) years, providing, however, that either Party may terminate this Arrangement on sixty (60) days prior written notice from the date of receipt by the other Party of such notice.

Done in Paris, Republic of France, on this day, 23 November 1999. 

______________________________

________________________________

        Jolene M. Molitoris




     Hubert du Mesnil        

            Administrator,




           Director
  

Federal Railroad Administration


   Direction des Transports Terrestres

  Department of Transportation


Ministère de l=Equipment, des Transport

          Washington, DC



                et due Logement

    United States of America



Paris, Republic of France

AREAS OF COOPERATION

between

Direction des Transports Terrestres,

Ministère de l=Equipement, des Transports et du Logement

and the

Federal Railroad Administration,

U.S. Department of Transportation
FRA and the Ministry agree to investigate and/or conduct, when and where possible, joint research, development, and testing in the following areas:

· Human Factors: Conduct research to identify reasons for fatigue and human errors in train operation and to identify effective mitigating strategies.

· Train Occupant Protection: Conduct train occupant protection research to identify efficient approaches for crash management and protection of personnel and passengers.

· Advanced Train Control: Conduct advanced train control studies, tasks and demonstrations to identify effective approaches to the safe and efficient separation of trains, including interoperability and grade crossing protection.

· Rolling Stock Identification: In keeping with global rail freight corridor developments, coordinate container and trailer identification approaches in support of railroads.
· Infrastructure Efficiencies:  Support high-speed rail transport through cost-reduction studies of construction, by applying new technical approaches to existing infrastructure, and developing standards to that end.

· Freight: Conduct research and development on locomotives (energy savings, maintenance, pollution reduction), freight cars (standardization, new materials, maintenance), and information systems, with a view to improving freight transportation efficiency.

· High Speed Rail: Exchange information on technical aspects of high-speed rail transportation (tracks, signals, rolling stock, energy management and operations)
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