DOT Acquisition Policies and Procedures
Transportation Acquisition Regulation (TAR)

· Supplements the Federal Acquisition Regulation (FAR) with regulatory policy for the Department’s acquisition activities.

· Includes policy that has a significant binding effect beyond the internal operating procedures of DOT on contractors or offerors.


· Promulgated through a long-term policy making procedure that requires a public comment and rulemaking process.
Transportation Acquisition Manual (TAM)

· Provides non-regulatory guiding principles, best practices and internal Departmental procedures to both the procurement and program communities within DOT.

· Intended to provide personnel in the acquisition process with necessary tools to accomplish their responsibilities.


· Coverage is updated and supplemented periodically or as necessary.


· Serves as a permanent repository for general information which is useful to the acquisition community, e.g. originally issued as an APL for prompt implementation.

Acquisition Policy Letter (APL):
The establishment of Acquisition Policy Letters within DOT provides policy and procedural direction to DOT acquisition workforce, in particular, contracting personnel addressing activities and critical issues that need immediate dissemination.  DOT APL’s include:

· Policies and procedures which may result in rulemakings or as material incorporated into the Transportation Acquisition Manuel (TAM), as appropriate;

· Policies and procedures that need to be issued expeditiously to Operating Administrations (OAs) for prompt implementation;

· Short term information (no more than 1-2 years), which will be incorporated into regulation or guidance for permanent retention; and

· Subject matter is generally limited to CO and HCA responsibilities which are within the Senior Procurement Executive’s line of authority.

DOT DASHES
· Expedite the release of policy and procedural information to COCOs, program managers, and acquisition and financial assistance personnel throughout the Department via e-mail.  
· Forward OFPP, OFFM, FAR, EOs and other information to the OAs in an expeditious manner.  In addition, DOT DASHES announce recently published TAR rules, Financial Assistance rules, etc.

